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Student Success

Strong Alignment of K-12 and College Curriculum is Critical to Student
Success

The state universities of Michigan strongly support the alignment of rigorous standards in
mathematics, English language arts, science, and social studies for grades K-12.
Students’ academic preparedness for the rigors of college-level work is fundamental to
their success in higher education. A strong high school curriculum aligned with college
standards is integral to student success and should be available to all students. Part of that
vital preparation includes an algebra 11 course, and it should not be substituted for other
core requirements without sufficient input from the state universities. The Michigan
Department of Education’s academic standards can be viewed here, and its Michigan
Merit Curriculum can be viewed here.

Policy Actions:

e Promote state-led collaboration among all stakeholders along Michigan’s elementary,
secondary, and postsecondary education continuum to ensure that academically
rigorous standards are available to guide instruction for all K-12 students.

e Ensure that any changes to statewide student assessments are done with the
involvement and input of the state’s universities.
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https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Academic-Standards/Personal-Finance/OES_-_Michigan_Merit_Curriculum_-_Final.pdf?rev=0bfde48f0d064141a675823dd34c2883&hash=515244EFAF0117BD79863D9C74B9AC5B

